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As social media guardrails fade and AI deepfakes go mainstream 


By ALI SWENSON and CHRISTINE FERNANDO 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Nearly three years after 
rioters stormed the U.S. Capitol, the false 
election conspiracy theories that drove 
the violent attack remain prevalent on 
social media and cable news: suitcases 
filled with ballots, late-night ballot dumps, 
dead people voting. 
Experts warn it will likely be worse in the 
coming presidential election contest. The 
safeguards that attempted to counter the 
bogus claims the last time are eroding, 
while the tools and systems that create 
and spread them are only getting stronger. 
Many Americans, egged on by former 
President Donald Trump, have contin- 
ued to push the unsupported idea that 
elections throughout the U.S. can’t be 
trusted. A majority of Republicans (57%) 
believe Democrat Joe Biden was not 
legitimately elected president. 
Meanwhile, generative artificial intelli- 
gence tools have made it far cheaper 
and easier to spread the kind of misin- 
formation that can mislead voters and 
potentially influence elections. And social 
media companies that once invested 
heavily in correcting the record have 
shifted their priorities. 


Continued on Page 2 


Oren Etzioni poses for photos at the Allen Institute for Artificial Intelligence where he serves as advisor & board member, 
Friday, Dec. 8, 2023, in Seattle. 
Associated Press 
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Artistic Boutique 
In business since November 1969, has one location now 


This location is NOW across the 
Harbor in the building the Harbor 
Boutiques, behind Breitling Bou- 
tique. 


Since customers are used to the 2 


entrance, one in the side street of 
Royal Plaza (Shellstraat) and the 
second entrance that is now in use 
through the parking lot near Bre- 
itling. 


We wish to announce that the 
street entrance is CLOSED and the 
ONLY ENTRANCE is thru the parking 
lot on the boulevard. 


All our customers really know this 


already and we carry on to give 
50% on all merchandise including 
silver and gold jewelry. 


Convince yourself by visiting US! 
Thank You. q 


As social media guardrails fade and AI deepfakes go mainstream 


Continued from Front 


“I expect a tsunami of misin- 
formation,” said Oren Etzioni, 
an artificial intelligence expert 
and professor emeritus at the 
University of Washington. “I 
hope to be proven wrong. 
But the ingredients are there, 
and I am completely terrified.” 
AI DEEPFAKES GO MAIN- 
STREAM 
Manipulated images and vid- 
eos surrounding elections are 
nothing new, but 2024 will be 
the first U.S. presidential elec- 
tion in which sophisticated AI 
tools that can produce con- 
vincing fakes in seconds are 
just a few clicks away. 
The fabricated images, vid- 
eos and audio clips known as 
deepfakes have started mak- 
ing their way into experimen- 
tal presidential campaign ads. 
More sinister versions could 
easily spread without labels 
and fool people days before 
an election, Etzioni said. 
“You could see a political 
candidate like President Biden 
being rushed to a hospital,” 
he said. “You could see a 
candidate saying things that 
he or she never actually said.” 
Faced with content that is 
made to look and sound real, 
“everything that we’ve been 


wired to do through evolution 
is going to come into play to 
have us believe in the fabri- 
cation rather than the actual 
reality,” said misinformation 
scholar Kathleen Hall Jamie- 
son, director of the Annenberg 
Public Policy Center at the 
University of Pennsylvania. 
The Federal Election Com- 
mission and Republicans and 
Democrats in Congress are 
exploring steps to regulate 
the technology, but they 
haven’t finalized any rules 
or legislation. 
A handful of states have 
passed laws requiring deep- 


fakes to be labeled or ban- 
ning those that misrepresent 
candidates. Some social 
media companies, including 
YouTube and Meta, which 
owns Facebook and Insta- 
gram, have introduced AI 
labeling policies. It remains 
to be seen whether they will 
be able to consistently catch 
violators. 
SOCIAL MEDIA GUARDRAILS 
FADE 
It was just over a year ago 
that Elon Musk bought Twitter 
and began firing its execu- 
tives, dismantling some of its 
core features and reshaping 


the social media platform into 
what’s now known as X. 
Since then, he has upended 
its verification system, leaving 
public officials vulnerable to 
impersonators. He has gutted 
the teams that once fought 
misinformation on the plat- 
form, leaving the community 
of users to moderate itself. 
And he has restored the ac- 
counts of conspiracy theo- 
rists and extremists who were 
previously banned. 
The changes have been 
applauded by many con- 
servatives who say Twitter’s 
previous moderation attempts 
amounted to censorship of 
their views. But pro-democ- 
racy advocates argue the 
takeover has shifted what 
once was a flawed but useful 
resource for news and elec- 
tion information into a largely 
unregulated echo chamber 
that amplifies hate speech 
and misinformation. 
In the run-up to 2024, X, Meta 
and YouTube have togeth- 
er removed 17 policies that 
protected against hate and 
misinformation, according to 
a report from Free Press, a 
nonprofit that advocates for 
civil rights in tech and media. 
In June, YouTube announced 
that while it would still regulate 


content that misleads about 
current or upcoming elec- 
tions, it would stop removing 
content that falsely claims the 
2020 election or other previous 
U.S. elections were marred by 
“widespread fraud, errors or 
glitches.” The platform said 
the policy was an attempt to 
protect the ability to “openly 
debate political ideas, even 
those that are controversial 
or based on disproven as- 
sumptions.” 
X, Meta and YouTube also 
have laid off thousands of em- 
ployees and contractors since 
2020, some of whom have 
included content moderators. 
The shrinking of such teams 
“sets the stage for things 
to be worse in 2024 than in 
2020,” said Kate Starbird, a 
misinformation expert at the 
University of Washington. 
Meta explains on its website 
that it has some 40,000 people 
devoted to safety and secu- 
rity. It also frequently takes 
down networks of fake social 
media accounts that aim to 
sow discord. 
Ivy Choi, a YouTube spokes- 
person, said the platform 
has recommendation and 
information panels, which 
provide users with reliable 
election news.q 


Minnesota Democratic Secretary of State Steve Simon, left, claps 
after registering newly eligible voters, June 1, 2023, at Arlington 
Hills Community Center in St. Paul, Minn. 
Associated Press 
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Biden orders strikes on an Iranian-aligned group in Iraq 


By AAMER MADHANI, ZEKE 
MILLER and QASSIM ABDUL- 
ZAHRA 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
President Joe Biden ordered 
the United States military to 
carry out retaliatory airstrikes 
against Iranian-backed mi- 
litia groups after three U.S. 
service members were in- 
jured in a drone attack in 
northern Iraq. 
National Security Council 
spokesperson Adrienne Wat- 
son said one of the U.S. troops 
suffered critical injuries in the 
attack that occurred earlier 
Monday. The Iranian-backed 
militia Kataib Hezbollah and 
affiliated groups, under an 
umbrella of Iranian-backed 
militants, claimed credit for 
the attack that utilized a 
one-way attack drone. 
Iraqi officials said that U.S. 
strikes targeting militia sites 
early Tuesday killed one mili- 
tant and wounded 18. They 
came at a time of height- 
ened fears of a regional spill- 
over of the Israel-Hamas war. 
Iran announced Monday 
that an Israeli strike on the 
outskirts of the Syrian capi- 
tal of Damascus killed one of 
its top generals, Seyed Razi 
Mousavi, who had been a 
close companion of Gen. 
Qassem Soleimani, the for- 
mer head of Iran's elite Quds 
Force. Soleimani was slain in 
a U.S. drone strike in Iraq in 
January 2020. 
Iranian 
officials 
vowed 
revenge for the killing of 
Mousavi, but didn't imme- 
diately launch a retalia- 
tory strike. The militia attack 


Monday in northern Iraq was 
launched prior to the strike 
in Syria that killed Mousavi. 
Biden, who was spending 
Christmas at the presiden- 
tial retreat at Camp David, 
Maryland, was alerted to 
the attack by White House 
national security adviser 
Jake Sullivan shortly after it 
occurred Monday and or- 
dered the Pentagon and his 
top national security aides 
to prepare response options 
to the attack on an air base 
used by American troops in 
Irbil. 
Sullivan consulted with U.S. 
Defense Secretary Lloyd Aus- 
tin. Biden's deputy national 
security adviser, Jon Finer, 
was with the president at 
Camp David and convened 
top aides to review options, 
according to a U.S. official, 
who wasn't authorized to 
comment publicly and re- 
quested anonymity. 
Within hours, Biden con- 
vened his national secu- 
rity team for a call in which 
Austin and Gen. CQ Brown, 
chair of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, briefed Biden on the 
response options. Biden opt- 
ed to target three locations 
used by Kataib Hezbollah 
and affiliated groups, the 
official said. 
The U.S. strikes were car- 
ried out at about 4:45 a.m. 
Tuesday in Iraq, less than 13 
hours after the U.S. personnel 
were attacked. According 
to U.S. Central Command, 
the retaliatory strikes on the 
three sites "destroyed the 
targeted facilities and likely 
killed a number of Kataib 


Hezbollah militants." 
"The President places no 
higher priority than the pro- 
tection of American person- 
nel serving in harm's way," 
Watson said. "The United 
States will act at a time and 
in a manner of our choos- 
ing should these attacks 
continue." 
The latest attack on U.S. 
troops follows months of es- 
calating threats and actions 
against American forces in 
the region since the Oct. 7 
Hamas attack on Israel that 
sparked the devastating war 
in Gaza. 
The dangerous back-and- 
forth strikes have escalated 
since Iranian-backed militant 
groups under the umbrella 
group called the Islamic Re- 
sistance in Iraq and Syria be- 
gan striking U.S. facilities Oct. 
17, the date that a blast at a 
hospital in Gaza killed hun- 
dreds. Iranian-backed militias 
have carried out more than 
100 attacks on U.S. bases in 
Iraq and Syria since the start 
of the Israel-Hamas war more 
than two months ago. 
In November, U.S. fighter jets 
struck a Kataib Hezbollah 
operations center and com- 
mand and control node, fol- 
lowing a short-range ballistic 
missile attack on U.S. forces 
at Al-Assad Air Base in west- 
ern Iraq. Iranian-backed mili- 
tias also carried out a drone 
attack at the same air base 
in October, causing minor 
injuries. 
The U.S. has also blamed 
Iran, which has funded and 
trained the Hamas group, for 
attacks by Yemen's Houthi 


militants against commercial 
and military vessels through a 
critical shipping choke point 
in the Red Sea. 
The Biden administration 
has sought to prevent the 
Israel-Hamas war from spi- 
raling into a wider regional 
conflict that either opens up 
new fronts of Israeli fighting 
or draws the U.S. in directly. 
The administration's mea- 
sured response — where not 
every attempt on American 
troops has been met with a 
counterattack — has drawn 
criticism from Republicans. 
The U.S. has thousands of 
troops in Iraq training Iraqi 
forces and combating rem- 
nants of the Islamic State 
group, and hundreds in Syria, 
mostly on the counter-IS mis- 
sion. They have come under 
dozens of attacks, though as 
yet none fatal, since the war 
began on Oct. 7, with the 
U.S. attributing responsibility 
to Iran-backed groups. 


"While we do not seek to es- 
calate conflict in the region, 
we are committed and fully 
prepared to take further nec- 
essary measures to protect 
our people and our facilities," 
Austin said in a statement. 
The clashes put the govern- 
ment of Iraqi Prime Minister 
Mohammed Shia al-Sudani 
in a delicate position. He 
came to power in 2022 with 
the backing of a coalition 
of Iranian-backed parties, 
some of which are associ- 
ated with the same militias 
launching the attacks on U.S. 
bases. 
A group of Iranian-backed 
militias known as the Popu- 
lar Mobilization Forces were 
key in the fight against Is- 
lamic State militants after 
the extremist group overran 
much of Iraq in 2014. The PMF 
is officially under the com- 
mand of the Iraqi army, but in 
practice the militias operate 
independently.q 


President Joe Biden answers a reporter's question as he walks 
from Marine One upon arrival on the South Lawn of the White 
House, Dec. 20, 2023, in Washington. 
Associated Press 
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1st Amendment claim struck down in Project Veritas case focused 
on diary of Biden's daughter 


By LARRY NEUMEISTER 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Criminal 
prosecutors may soon get 
to see over 900 documents 
pertaining to the alleged 
theft of a diary belonging 
to President Joe Biden's 
daughter after a judge re- 
jected 
the 
conservative 
group Project Veritas' First 
Amendment claim. 
Attorney Jeffrey Lichtman 
said on behalf of the non- 
profit Monday that attor- 
neys are considering ap- 
pealing last Thursday's rul- 
ing by U.S. District Judge 
Analisa Torres in Manhat- 
tan. In the written decision, 
the judge said the docu- 
ments can be given to in- 
vestigators by Jan. 5. 
The documents were pro- 
duced from raids that were 
authorized in November 
2021. 
Electronic 
devices 
were 
also seized from the resi- 
dences of three members 
of Project Veritas, includ- 
ing two mobile phones 
from the home of James 
O'Keefe, the group's since- 
fired founder. 
Project Veritas, founded 
in 2010, identifies itself as 
a news organization. It is 
best known for conducting 
hidden camera stings that 
have embarrassed news 
outlets, labor organizations 
and Democratic politicians. 


In written arguments, law- 
yers for Project Veritas and 
O'Keefe said the govern- 
ment's investigation "seems 
undertaken not to vindi- 
cate any real interests of 
justice, but rather to stifle 
the press from investigating 
the President's family." 
"It is impossible to imagine 
the government investigat- 
ing an abandoned diary (or 
perhaps the other belong- 
ings left behind with it), had 
the diary not been written 
by someone with the last 
name 'Biden,'" they added. 


The judge rejected the First 
Amendment 
arguments, 
saying in the ruling that 
they were "inconsistent with 
Supreme Court precedent." 
She also noted that Project 
Veritas could not claim it 
was protecting the iden- 
tity of a confidential source 
from public disclosure af- 
ter two individuals publicly 
pleaded guilty in the case. 
She was referencing the 
August 2022 guilty pleas of 
Aimee Harris and Robert 
Kurlander to conspiracy to 
commit interstate transpor- 


tation of stolen property. 
Both await sentencing. 
The pleas came two years 
after Harris and Kurlander 
— two Florida residents who 
are not employed by Proj- 
ect Veritas — discovered 
that Ashley Biden, the presi- 
dent's daughter, had stored 
items including a diary at a 
friend's Delray Beach, Flori- 
da, house. 
They 
said 
they 
initially 
hoped to sell some of the 
stolen property to then- 
President Donald Trump's 
campaign, but a represen- 


tative turned them down 
and told them to take the 
material to the FBI, prosecu- 
tors say. 
Eventually, 
Project 
Veri- 
tas paid the pair $20,000 
apiece to deliver the diary 
containing "highly personal 
entries," a digital storage 
card 
with 
private 
fam- 
ily photos, tax documents, 
clothes and luggage to 
New York, prosecutors said. 
Project Veritas was not 
charged with any crime. 
The group has said its ac- 
tivities were newsgathering 
and were ethical and legal. 
Two weeks ago, Hannah 
Giles, chief executive of 
Project Veritas, quit her job, 
saying in a social media 
post she had "stepped into 
an unsalvageable mess — 
one wrought with strong 
evidence of past illegality 
and post financial impropri- 
eties." 
She said she'd reported 
what she found to "appro- 
priate 
law 
enforcement 
agencies." 
Lichtman said in an email 
on behalf of Project Veritas 
and the people whose resi- 
dences were raided: "As for 
the continued investigation, 
the government isn't seek- 
ing any prison time for ei- 
ther defendant who claims 
to have stolen the Ashley 
Biden diary, which speaks 
volumes in our minds."q 


James O'Keefe, president of Project Veritas Action, waits to be introduced during a news 
conference, Sept. 1, 2015, in Washington. 
Associated Press 


New Mexico delegation wants more 
time for the public and tribes to 
comment on proposed power line 


SANTA FE, N.M. (AP) — New 
Mexico's congressional del- 
egation wants the public to 
have more time to weigh in 
on a proposed transmission 
line that would bring more 


electricity to one of the na- 
tion's top nuclear weapons 
laboratories, saying the com- 
ment period should be ex- 
tended by 60 days. 
The project comes as Los 


Alamos National Laboratory 
looks to power ongoing op- 
erations and future missions 
that include manufacturing 
key components for the U.S. 
nuclear arsenal. 
Native American tribes and 
environmentalists 
already 
have voiced opposition to 
the multimillion-dollar power 
line project, which would 
cross national forest land in 
an area known as the Caja 
del Rio and span the Rio 
Grande at White Rock Can- 
yon. Several pueblos have 
cultural and spiritual ties to 
the area. 


The congressional delega- 
tion said in a letter to the 
National Nuclear Security 
Administration that the cur- 
rent 30-day comment period 
falls on numerous federal 
and religious holidays and 
overlaps with multiple Pueblo 
feasts, making it difficult for 
any meaningful participa- 
tion. Members of the del- 
egation also noted that the 
All Pueblo Council of Gov- 
ernors — which represents 
20 pueblos in New Mexico 
and Texas — is in the midst 
of a leadership transition and 
should have an opportunity 


to comment and engage 
directly with the federal of- 
ficials about the project. A 
coalition of environmental 
groups also sent a request 
for extending the comment 
period to March 17. 
The All Pueblo Council of 
Governors in 2021 adopted 
a resolution to support the 
preservation of the area, 
arguing that the Caja del 
Rio has a dense concen- 
tration of petroglyphs, an- 
cestral homes, ceremonial 
kivas, roads, irrigation struc- 
tures and other cultural 
resources.q 


This undated photo shows the Los Alamos National Laboratory 
in Los Alamos, N.M. 
Associated Press 
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Sweden moves a step closer to NATO membership after Turkey gives approval 


By SUZAN FRASER 
Associated Press 
ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — 
The 
Turkish 
parliament's 
foreign affairs committee 
gave its consent to Swe- 
den's bid to join NATO on 
Tuesday, drawing the pre- 
viously nonaligned Nordic 
country closer to member- 
ship in the Western military 
alliance. 
Sweden's accession proto- 
col will now need to be ap- 
proved in the Turkish parlia- 
ment's general assembly 
for the last stage of the leg- 
islative process in Turkey. 
No date has been set. 
Turkey, a NATO member, 
has delayed ratification of 
Sweden's membership for 
more than a year, accus- 
ing the country of being 
too lenient toward groups 
that Ankara regards as 
threats to its security, in- 
cluding 
Kurdish 
militants 
and members of a network 
that Ankara blames for a 
failed coup in 2016. 
The Turkish parliament's for- 
eign affairs committee had 
begun discussing Sweden's 
membership in NATO last 
month. But the meeting 
was adjourned after legis- 
lators from Erdogan's ruling 
party submitted a motion 
for a postponement on 
grounds that some issues 
needed more clarification 
and that negotiations with 
Sweden hadn't "matured" 
enough. 
On Tuesday, the commit- 


tee resumed its delibera- 
tions and a large majority 
of legislators in the commit- 
tee voted in favor of Swe- 
den's application to join. 
Briefing 
the 
committee 
members before the vote, 
Deputy 
Foreign 
Minister 
Burak Akcapar cited steps 
Sweden had taken steps to 
meet Turkish demands, in- 
cluding lifting restrictions on 
defense industry sales and 
amending 
anti-terrorism 
laws in ways that "no one 
could have imaged five or 
six years ago." 
"It is unrealistic to expect 
that the Swedish authori- 
ties will immediately fulfill 
all of our demands. This is 
a process, and this process 
requires 
long-term 
and 
consistent effort," he said, 
adding that Turkey would 
continue to monitor Swe- 
den's progress. 
Swedish Foreign Minister 
Tobias Billström welcomed 
the committee's decision 
on a message posted on X, 
the social media platform 
formerly known as Twitter. 
"The next step is for parlia- 
ment to vote on the mat- 
ter. We look forward to 
becoming a member of 
NATO," he tweeted. 
NATO 
Secretary-General 
Jens Stoltenberg also wel- 
comed the development, 
saying that he counts on 
Turkey and Hungary "to 
now complete their ratifi- 
cations as soon as possible. 
Sweden's membership will 


make NATO stronger." 
Hungary has also stalled 
Sweden's bid, alleging that 
Swedish politicians have 
told "blatant lies" about the 
condition of Hungary's de- 
mocracy. Hungary hasn't 
announced 
when 
the 
country's ratification may 
occur. 
Earlier this month, Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Er- 
dogan had openly linked 
ratification 
of 
Sweden's 
NATO membership to the 
U.S. 
Congress' 
approval 
of a Turkish request to pur- 
chase 40 new F-16 fighter 
jets and kits to modernize 
Turkey's existing fleet. 
Erdogan also also called on 
Canada and other NATO 
allies to life arms embar- 
goes imposed on Turkey. 
The 
White 
House 
has 
backed the Turkish F-16 re- 


quest but there is opposi- 
tion in Congress to military 
sales to Turkey. 
Sweden and Finland aban- 
doned their traditional po- 
sitions of military nonalign- 
ment to seek protection 
under NATO's security um- 
brella, following Russia's in- 
vasion of Ukraine in Febru- 
ary 2022. Finland joined the 
alliance in April, becoming 
NATO's 31st member, after 
Turkey's parliament ratified 
the Nordic country's bid. 
NATO requires the unani- 
mous approval of all exist- 
ing members to expand, 
and Turkey and Hungary 
are the only countries that 
have been holding out. 
The delays have frustrat- 
ed other NATO allies who 
were swift to accept Swe- 
den and Finland into the 
alliance.q 


Turkey's President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, left, shakes hands with Sweden's Prime Minister Ulf 
Kristersson, right, as NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg looks on prior to a meeting ahead 
of a NATO summit in Vilnius, Lithuania, Monday, July 10, 2023. 
Associated Press 


WORLD NEWS 
Wednesday 27 december 2023 
A6 


The death toll rises to 18 in a furnace explosion at nickel plant in Indonesia 


By MOHAMMAD TAUFAN 
Associated Press 
PALU, Indonesia (AP) — The 
death toll following the ex- 
plosion of a smelting fur- 
nace at a Chinese-owned 
nickel plant on Indonesia's 
Sulawesi island rose to 18 
on Tuesday, as police or- 
dered the plant to stop op- 
erations until an investiga- 
tion is completed. 
The blast, which occurred 
on Sunday, was the latest in 
a series of fatalities at nickel 
smelting plants in Indonesia 
that are part of China's am- 
bitious transnational devel- 
opment program known as 
the Belt and Road Initiative. 
Nickel is a key component 
in global battery produc- 
tion for electric vehicles. 
Four Chinese and nine In- 
donesian workers died in- 
stantly on Sunday when the 
furnace 
exploded 
while 
they were repairing it, Cen- 
tral Sulawesi police chief 
Agus Nugroho said. Three 
more victims died a day 
later while being treated at 
a local hospital. 
Two more workers died on 
Tuesday while hospitalized, 
bringing the total number 
of fatalities to 18, including 
eight workers from China, 
said Deddy Kurniawan, a 
spokesperson for PT Indo- 


nesia Morowali Industrial 
Park, known as PT IMIP, the 
parent company of PT In- 
donesia Tsingshan Stainless 
Steel, where the explosion 
occurred. 
The plant is in the Bahodopi 
neighborhood of Morowali 
regency. 
"We have ordered PT In- 
donesia Tsingshan Stainless 
Steel to stop its operation 
until our entire investiga- 


tion is completed," said 
Nugroho, the police chief, 
adding that authorities had 
set up a team to deter- 
mine whether negligence 
by the company led to the 
deaths. 
The blast was so power- 
ful that it demolished the 
furnace 
and 
damaged 
parts of the side walls of the 
building, Nugroho said. 
The head of central Su- 


lawesi's 
manpower 
and 
transmigration office, Ar- 
nold Firdaus, said that joint 
investigation team is made 
up of 18 members, and it 
includes officials from the 
central government in Ja- 
karta and a working group 
from the Chinese Embassy. 
PT IMIP said in a statement 
on Sunday that the furnace 
was under maintenance 
and not operating at the 


time of the explosion. How- 
ever, "residual slag in the 
furnace" came into con- 
tact "with flammable items," 
causing the furnace walls 
to collapse and the remain- 
ing steel slag to flow out. 
Rescuers extinguished the 
fire and evacuated work- 
ers after a nearly four-hour 
operation, Kurniawan said. 
About 41 workers were still 
being treated at a hospital 
and the company's clinic 
on Tuesday with serious to 
minor injuries, including 11 
Chinese nationals. Three of 
them who suffered serious 
burns will be flown to China 
for further treatment, Kurni- 
awan said. 
In a news briefing on Mon- 
day, Chinese Foreign Af- 
fairs Ministry spokesperson 
Mao Ning expressed con- 
dolences for the victims 
and said that China is "sad- 
dened by the casualties 
caused by the accident." 
She said her ministry is work- 
ing closely with authorities 
in Indonesia and has in- 
structed the Chinese Em- 
bassy in Jakarta to assist in 
the aftermath, including 
ensuring 
medical 
treat- 
ment is provided to the 
injured and helping to de- 
termine the cause of the 
explosion.q 


Police officers and workers stand near the site where a furnace explosion occurred at PT Indonesia 
Tsingshan Stainless Steel smelting plant in Morowali, Central Sulawesi, Indonesia, Sunday, Dec. 24, 
2023. 
Associated Press 


Colombia’s ELN rebels say they will 
only stop kidnappings for ransom if 
government funds cease-fire 


By MANUEL RUEDA 
Associated Press 
BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) 
— The head of Colombia's 


largest 
remaining 
rebel 
group said on Monday it 
would only abide by a re- 
cent agreement to suspend 
the kidnappings of civilians 
for ransom if the govern- 
ment keeps its promise to 
finance projects that could 
provide the rebels with al- 
ternate sources of income. 
In a column published on 
Christmas Day, National Lib- 
eration Army commander 


Antonio 
García 
argued 
that 
Colombian 
officials 
and journalists had misin- 
formed the public on Dec. 
17, when they announced 
that the rebels had agreed 
to stop kidnappings, if a 
cease-fire with the govern- 
ment is extended next year. 
Colombians have grown 
angry at kidnappings by 
the guerrillas, known by 
their Spanish initials as the 


ELN. García said that while 
such an agreement was 
reached during a recent 
round of peace talks in 
Mexico City, the govern- 
ment had also agreed in 
the talks to create a com- 
mittee that would find ways 
to finance the peace talks 
and the current ceasefire 
and determine what kind of 
activities will be funded.q 


Antonio Garcia, of the Colombian guerrilla National Liberation 
Army (ELN), speaks to the press after signing an agreement with 
the Colombian government to resume peace talks, in Caracas, 
Venezuela, on Oct. 4, 2022. 
Associated Press 
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Chogogo Tours 


Chogogo Tours takes pride in being a multi- 
service operator of tour & transfer vehicles for 
any and all purposes. Their knowledgeable 
team has an excellent reputation in the field 
of normal and disabled access transport, with 
a specialization in open-air and closed buses 
and minivans. 


Through our diversity of buses and vans, they 
offer customized transport to suit your party’s 
needs – from private or group island tours and 
discount party buses to port/airport transfers, 


and if needed, all with wheelchair access. As 
of September 2019, Chogogo Tours has up- 
graded its services for disabled or less-mobile 
visitors, offering rental beach wheelchairs and 
expanding our wheelchair-accessible tour op- 
tions. 


Their latest additions to the ever-expand- 
ing fleet include two air-conditioned vans 
that can seat up to 12 guests but are also 
equipped with lifts to make them accessible 
to wheelchairs. 
So whether it is a transfer for your party, an Is- 
land or Beach Hopping Tour or their famous 
Bar Hopping Tour on one of our Party Buses, 
Chogogo Tours is the tour operator for you.q 


Aruba to me 


ORANJESTAD — You are back or 
still enjoying your vacation?... we 
would like to portrait you! By invit- 
ing you to send us your favorite va- 
cation picture while enjoying our 
Happy Island. 


Complete the sentence: Aruba to 
me is ……. Send your picture with 
that text (including your name and 


where you are from) to: news@aru- 
batoday.com and we will publish 
your vacation memory. Isn’t that 
a special way to keep your best 
moments alive? Please do note: By 
submitting photos, text or any oth- 
er materials, you give permission to 
The Aruba Today Newspaper, Ca- 
ribbean Speed Printers and any of 
its affiliated companies to use said 


materials, as well as names, like- 
ness, etc. for promotional purposes 
without compensation. 


Last but not least: check out our 
website, Instagram and Facebook 
page! Thank you for supporting our 
free newspaper, we strive to make 
you a happy reader every day 
again.q 
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Aruba Living Today caters for both local and 
foreign market divided into 40 % local buy- 
ers and 60 % foreign buyers. “Our customers 
come from Holland, Belgium, Norway, Ger- 
many, UK, Russia, Latin America, United States 
and Canada. We are widely covered and 
thus provable good with different cultures, 
also we speak four languages.” Besides that, 
Aruba Living Today is open to every budget, 
they have listings for all category buyers. 


As a member of the Aruban Real Estate As- 
sociation, they are listed also on the website 
www.arubalisting.com within a group of 20 of 
the most advanced realtors on the island. 


Aruba Living Today is featured on House Hunt- 
ers, social media, Aruba Living Today and of 
course in Aruba Today’s newspaper.q 


Aruba Living Today 
Tankileendert 291, Aruba 
Tel +297 587 9987 
Fax +297 587 9985 
Cell +297 593 9177 
Mail randolph@livingtoday.aw 


Over a decade in business, Aruba Living Today: 
Offering the so much needed human touch 


NOORD — We are in 2023. It was a wild ride with Covid-19 and we all are aiming for a change of 
routine. We simply want to “live” life again. “It is time for living your dream,” as the quote says at 
Aruba Living Today’s office. “We are fifteen plus years in business, and I am proud to say that all 
our clients stuck with us. We are no part of a big company, we keep it small, personal, and real. 
Because you are not a number, no sales target either and certainly your name is not commis- 
sion. Our responsibility is to make your dream come true,” says owner Randolph Arends. 


From human to human 
If you have decided to buy a house or rent one for vacation in Aruba and you are looking for 
that match, the question now is how to click with a person that offers a personal touch? One 
who pays genuine attention and has sincere interest in what you want? 


This different approach to real estate is what sets Aruba Living Today apart, and the reason 
Randolph calls himself a property mediator instead of a real estate broker. “The personal touch 
is essential to me. I am stepping aside of the image that real estate brokers are only in for the 
commission. This image does not fit me at all, I am in for my passion, and I can only do this from 
the heart.” 


One stop shopping point 
Services offered by Aruba Living Today are House and Land Sales, Rentals, Investments, Prop- 
erty Management, Vacation Rental, Mortgages, Insurances, Maintenance, Assist in Arrange- 
ments for Notary and Utilities, Guiding Bureaucracy Process and Assisting in Import of Furniture. 
Randolph and his business partner Eladio Max Maduro. Born in Aruba, he was raised in the Neth- 
erlands. Max was Corporal mandatory in the Dutch Army/Genie der Landmacht. 
He also studied financial administration in the Netherlands, and has a degree in Dutch insur- 
ance law. Max has 40 years work experience in all kind of insurance, specialized liability and 
pension law. In the past, he worked for local and international insurance brokers companies. 


As per March 1st 2023, he is working as a commercial partner at Aruba Living Today. 


You are welcome to meet in person 
Aruba Living Today houses in an authentic Aruban house, welcoming you in a warm ambiance 
that emphasizes the philosophy of connecting. Candles, Buddha ornaments and a homey set- 
ting form the décor for you to sit and talk about your dream house or investment. “My goal was 
to do real estate in a different way when I established this company June 1st 2009. Not from the 
perspective of only selling, but to look for the perfect match between dream house and client. 
My philosophy is: it will only work when all involved are happy and connected by that personal 
touch.” 


LOCAL A9 
Wednesday 27 december 2023 


Aruba Tourism Authority honors loyal visitors at Playa Linda Beach Resort! 


The 
Aruba 
Tourism 
Authority 
recently had the great pleasure 
of 
recognizing 
Distinguished 
Visitors of Aruba. This lovely couple 
was honored with a certificate 
acknowledging their years of visits, 
loyalty, and love for the island of 
Aruba. 


The honor certification is presented 
on behalf of the Minister of Tourism 
as a token of appreciation and to 
say “Masha Danki” to guests who 
have visited Aruba 10, 20, or 35 
years or more consecutively. 


The three honoring levels are as 
follows: 
Distinguished 
Visitor 
(10>years 
consecutively visiting Aruba) 
Goodwill Ambassador (20>years 


consecutively visiting Aruba) 
Emerald Ambassador (35>years 
consecutively visiting Aruba) 


The honorees were: 
Distinguished Visitors of Aruba Mr. 
Michael & Mrs. Christine Russo from 
New Jersey, United States 


Ms. Marouska Heyliger representing 
the 
Aruba 
Tourism 
Authority, 
and staff members of the Playa 
Linda Beach Resort bestowed 
the certificate to the honorees, 
presented them with memorable 
gifts, and also thanked them for 
choosing Aruba as their best-loved 
vacation 
destination, 
as 
their 
homeawayfromhome. 


Top reasons for returning to Aruba 


provided by the honorees were: 
Aruba’s 
warm 
and 
consistent 
weather 
Aruba’s warm and friendly people 
Aruba’s nice beaches 
Aruba’s food 
“Friends we have made over the 
years” 


On behalf of the Aruba Tourism 
Authority, 
we 
would 
like 
to 
express our sincere gratitude and 
appreciation to the honorees for 
their continued visits to the “One 
Happy Island”.q 


Aruba to me 


ORANJESTAD — You are back and we 
would like to portrait you! By inviting you 
to send us your favorite vacation picture 
while enjoying our Happy Island. 


Complete the sentence: Aruba to me is 
……. Send your picture with that text (in- 
cluding your name and where you are 


from) to: news@arubatoday.com and we 
will publish your vacation memory. Isn’t 
that a special way to keep your best mo- 
ments alive? Please do note: By submitting 
photos, text or any other materials, you 
give permission to The Aruba Today News- 
paper, Caribbean Speed Printers and any 
of its affiliated companies to use said ma- 
terials, as well as names, likeness, etc. for 
promotional purposes without compensa- 
tion. 


Last but not least: check out our website, 
Instagram and Facebook page! Thank 
you for supporting our free newspaper, we 
strive to make you a happy reader every 
day again. 
For today we received a lovely message 
from Karen and Donald Feldman who are 
visiting us from Lynnfield, Massachusetts. 


They wrote to us saying: “Aruba to me is an 
AMAZING island that we have been com- 
ing to for about 40 years. We love our va- 


cation filled with happiness 
with our family and friends. 


Donny and I call it our RE- 
LAXING time when we 
wake up to sunshine, beau- 
tiful breezes from the Divi 
trees and lovely strolls and 
swims along Eagle Beach. 
You might say it is our UTO- 
PIA. 


Aruba is filled with BEAUTY: 
beautiful sunsets, beauti- 
ful beaches and beauti- 
ful happy people. All in all 
ARUBA is AWESOME and 
we count the days until we 
return every year.” 


Thank you for sending us this 
wonderful message sharing 
what Aruba means to you 
with us and our readers!q 
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nist, the Nanzee or Yankeekee, which 
is a collection of short descriptions of 
all sorts of animals, real and imaginary, 
accompanied by a moralizing allego- 
ry. Although a bestiary deals with the 
natural world, it was never meant to 
be a scientific text and should not be 
read as such. However, some observa- 
tions may be quite accurate, but they 
are given the same weight as a fabu- 
lous account. 


A creature called the “Antlion” ap- 
pears in some bestiaries that derive 
from a symbolic Greco-Christian book 
that presents the ancient ant-lion as a 
moral being that starves to death at 
birth due to its dual nature (half ant, 
half lion). While other Bestiaries used 
the story of gold-seeking ant-lions, oth- 
er Bestiaries accounts moved away 
from their sources, geographically and 
historically, and the Ant-lions were re- 
placed by ants. 


In medieval literature, there is a certain 
story in which, in one way or another, 
the ant-lion appears as the ferocious 
“Ethiopian ants” of ancient times that 
guarded the gold, where numerous 
ants climb up and down the legs of a 
horse depositing golden sand in the 
carrying chair, or another story that 
tells about the “Ethiopian ants” (ant- 
dogs) attacking armed gold thieves. 


Nanzee (Ant-lion”) is incorrectly com- 
pared with a spider as a relevant myth 
throughout the world and how myths, 
unlike folklore, serve to explain mysteri- 
ous natural phenomena, the outsmart- 
er or stories related to the origin of the 
world, the agricultural fertility cycle, 
or death; the Ant-lion appears on the 
American continent as the mythical 
spirit that dies, rather than being re- 
born and flying away as a powerful 
spirit. 


The Navaho people speak of the fer- 
tility myth ‘Anlt’áni•, or “ripener” (“the 
particular one that causes ripening”), 
which is the name they gave to cer- 
tain insects: lacewings and tree crick- 
ets, but also occasionally ant-lions. 
According to Navaho mythology, the 
“ripener,” incorrectly translated as 
“corn beetle,” plays a role in the rip- 
ening of corn, and the vibration these 
insects emit is said to be indicative of 
this power. 


Additionally, the power of giving voice 
is attributed to Cornbeetle Girl be- 
cause she gave voices to the first peo- 
ple created from corn. 


However, ant-lion stories are also com- 
mon in native South American folklore. 
Like those of the Ashaninka or Campa 
nation peoples who inhabit the Ama- 
zon basin in eastern Peru. Some of 
their myths attribute demonic quali- 
ties to the ant-lions. As the demons of 
the Campa universe are anything that 
can cause physical harm to humans, 
they consider the extremely thin body 
of an adult ant-lion that looks like a 
small dragonfly to be a demon. 


So if you are interested in connecting 
and really know all about your travel 
destination: our flora, fauna, geology, 
history, autochthonous art, as well 
as the true identity of the island. You 
should book a visit to Etnia Nativa, a 
unique native gem! Let Anthony, our 
acclaimed cultural columnist, guide 
and lecture you regarding the most 
interesting and revealing stories about 
Aruba’s undiscovered native ethnicity, 
an adventure beyond beaches and 
tourist traps. 
Visit his magnificent dwelling that in- 
tegrates reused materials with nature 
bursting with culture and island heri- 
tage! Whats App +297 592 2702 etni- 
anativa03@gmail.comq 


Antlion or Nanzee 
Episode CXXXVII – 238 


Etnia Nativa shares a different story weekly from its 
cabinet of curiosities (see episode 211). This week it’s 
about the “ant-lion,” also known as the Afro-Caribbe- 
an ‘Nanzee’, a mythical insect feared and worshiped 
by different cultures of the world. 


Most residents of Aruba remember their childhood 
experience playing with the “Yanqueque or Nanzee” 
mentioned in many children’s stories. It is a small in- 
sect that lives in a sand pit and is summoned by agi- 
tating a thin straw along the edges of the pit or by 
dropping a live ant into its trap to provoke the “ant- 
lion” to respond by throwing plumes of sand in its at- 
tempt to catch it. 
The story of Antlion is so famous that it has a native 
Aruban charm in Papiamento, which goes as follows: 
“Yanqueque yanqueque machi ta pidi funchi cu wa- 
ranawa. Yanqueque yanqueque sali djei, bo cas ta 
na candela”. 


Translated to English 
“Yankee Kee mom is asking for cornmeal cake and 
salt fish”. “Yankee Kee, get out of there since your 
house is on fire”. 


The name Nanzee came from our sister island, Cura- 
cao, where folklore has taken on a more African flair 
when they talk about the Antlion, a very famous fable 
personage that everyone has heard of in the Dutch 
Antilles and always gets its way. 


We must mention that records of antlions have ex- 
isted since the Middle Age, when there was a liter- 
ary genre called Bestiary that explains our protago- 
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Don’t forget to visit Aruba’s famous Red Anchor 


At the south east coast of 
the island, standing alone 
on a windswept and bar- 
ren land stands a popular 
Aruba landmark – a large 
anchor. It overlooks the sea 
just beyond, watching over 
the shipping lanes. It stands 
there in memory and in honor 
of all seamen who have lost 
their life at sea. 


Where to Find the Anchor? 
The anchor is a “must see” 
landmark when you visit 
Aruba. It is among the most 
photographed historical land- 
marks for the island. You want 
to make sure you add this 
stop on your itinerary when 
your visiting the south coast 
of Aruba. The bright red an- 
chor against the backdrop 
of the deep blue Caribbean 
sea and the azure blue skies, 
make a great backdrop for 
your vacation pictures. 


The anchor is located at the 
entrance to Gate 6 to the for- 
mer Lago Colony. It is on the 
outskirts of Seroe Colorado, 
on the south east point of the 
island at the “T” junction to 
Baby Beach. 
Depending on where you are 
staying on the island, follow 
the signs that indicate the 
way to Baby Beach. Once 
you reach the T-junction, it 
will be right in front of you. 


About the Anchor 
Size 
It will be hard to miss the an- 
chor, it’s huge! The anchor 
that weighs 21,772 kilos, is ap- 
proximately 10 feet 6 inches 
wide and 15 feet, 6 inches tall. 
On the anchor there are some 
numbers. The 4112 and 4115, 
which are believed to be the 
serial numbers that refer to 
the “fluke” or horizontal and 
vertical parts of the anchor, 
respectively. The number 
21772K refers to the weight 
of the anchor in kilos. 
This type of anchor was manu- 
factured by Hoesch Dortmund 
Horde, at a foundry located 


in Germany. 


Where did the Anchor Come 
From? 
There are a number of sto- 
ries as to the origins of the 
anchor, which one do you 
think it was? (Unfortunately 
the mystery has never been 
solved, so your imagination 
can pick which one you think 
it might be!) 


Story 1: 
“According to Mr. Manuel 
M. Curiel, an ex-Lago Tug 
Captain, a fully laden VLCC 
(Very Large Crude Carrier) 
was seeking a mooring at the 
15-mile anchorage, known 
as Bara, on the southern part 
of the island. This is the usual 
shallow mooring location for 
ships awaiting orders, etc. The 
weather was rough with strong 
current. The normal proce- 
dure is that they would walk 
out three shackles (about 90 
feet) until the anchor touches 
the bottom while the chain 
must rest on the bottom. 
Subsequently, they will walk 
out some extra shackles and 
when the ship starts to swing or 
lean on one side, the anchor 
is properly set. Because of the 
rough weather, unfortunately 
they did not get the time to 
walk out the extra tackles and 
because of the tension ex- 
erted on the winch, it broke, 
and they lost the anchor and 
its chain.“ 


Story 2: 
“Mr. Curiel also said that at 
one time a small tanker with 
a Korean crew, while lifting 
their anchor also lifted an- 
other anchor near the inner 
harbor. When the ship asked 
for assistance, he went with his 
tugboat along with a barge, 
to help. But eventually they 
had to cut the chain and let 
the anchor go to the bottom 
because they could not un- 
tangle them. ” 


How Did The Anchor Become 
a Landmark? 


Sometime between 1980 and 
1985, three gentlemen (Mr. 
Wim Martinus – the Harbor- 
master of Aruba; Mr. August 
Genser – the ex-Division Su- 
perintendent of Lago’s Labo- 
ratory; and Mr. Willie Davis 
– Owner of Filtec at Zeewijk in 
San Nicolas), were having a 
conversation with Mr. Charlie 
Brouns Jr. at his famous Char- 
lie’s Bar and Restaurant in San 
Nicolas. Charlie, who was a 
visionary and had dreams for 
developing the San Nicolas 
area, told these gentlemen 
that he would like to come 
up with something innova- 
tive for the San Nicolas area 
to draw tourism to the area. 
The “anchor”, which at that 
time was being stored at the 
Oranjestad harbor, was sug- 
gested as an option. Charlie 
liked the idea! He then con- 
tacted the President of Lago 
for permission to acquire the 
anchor. He was granted per- 
mission and the anchor was 
then relocated to its present 
location and dedicated “To 
All Seamen” on the occasion 
of the closing of the Lago Oil 
Refinery on March 31, 1985. 


Through the Years 
Through the years the Anchor 
was slowly weathering from 
the wind and salt. As time 
passed, sadly the origin and 
purpose of the anchor slowly 
faded away from people’s 
memories. 
After Charles Brouns Jr died 
on September 15, 2004, his 
friend Mr. Sam Speziale, re- 
quested assistance from the 
management of Valero Aruba 
Refinery to help maintain the 
monument. The Valero Aruba 
Refinery, graciously sandblast- 
ed and painted the anchor 
and poured a concrete pad 
around it. On April 17, 2005, 
the anchor monument was re- 
dedicated “To All Seamen” in 
a formal ceremony in memory 
of Charles Brouns Jr. 
Today, the anchor stands both 
as memorial to all seaman 
who have lost their lives at 


sea, but also as a silent reminder that Seroe Colorado is 
part of San Nicolas and that San Nicolas is still a vibrant 
and important part of the island of Aruba. 


The Best Time to Visit 
When your planning your visit to the south end of the island, 
you will want to include in your itinerary the many things 
to see and do there. The anchor will be just one of these 
stops, (keep an eye out for our future editions, we publish 
our recommendations!). 


With that being said, I have to say, if you enjoy catching a 
sunrise, the anchor is one of the best places on the island 
to catch the sunrise. But in reality, anytime is a good time 
to visit, depending on your personal schedule.q 


The Red Anchor situated at the entrance of former Lago 
Colony in San Nicolas 
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Tis the season for giving: A guide for 
how to give, even a little 


By THALIA BEATY 
Associated Press 
Christmas is over, but giving 
season for nonprofits is just 
starting to peak. 
The end of the calendar 
year is when nonprofits 
make appeals far and 
wide to attract donors — 
in part because of holiday 
traditions or, for some, tax 
advantages. 
Nonprofits 
get about 30% of their an- 
nual donations in Decem- 
ber — including 10% in the 
final three days of the year 
— according to marketing 
agency Nonprofits Source. 


"This is one of the busiest 
times of the year for us as 
we assist donors with their 
year-end giving," said Erin 
Musgrave, a spokesperson 
for the Silicon Valley Com- 
munity Foundation. 
Many 
potential 
donors 
don't realize how much 
nonprofits value even small 
gifts, especially local orga- 
nizations that meet com- 
munity needs. 
And nonprofits and indus- 
try groups warn that dona- 
tions are down this year, so 
gifts right now could help 
them a lot. 


Only 11% of Americans 
itemize their taxes, which 
allows them to claim sig- 
nificant tax deductions for 
charitable donations. That 
means 
most 
Americans 
don't give in December for 
tax reasons. 
"They're thinking about the 
organization in their com- 
munity that's having an 
impact and digging deep 
and giving," said Chuck 
Collins, director of the Pro- 
gram on Inequality and 
the Common Good at the 
Institute for Policy Studies. 
As you watch commercial 
appeals and sort through 
donation requests, here 
are some things to con- 
sider: 
WHERE SHOULD I DONATE? 
Experienced donors often 
have a short list of criteria 
they use to help select non- 
profits to support. It could 
be organizations that serve 
the area where they live 
or specific causes or issues 
with which they have a 
personal connection. 
A question to ask yourself 
is: "What are the issues or 
communities that are im- 
portant to me and where 
do I want to make a differ- 
ence?" 
A great way to find out 
about organizations in your 
area is to ask your friends, 
coworkers and neighbors. 
They may have interacted 
directly with a nonprofit 
that supports after-school 
programs, sends compan- 
ions to elderly residents, 
advocates 
around 
traf- 
fic safety or supports local 
artists. For any topic that is 
important to you, an orga- 
nization in your area is likely 
working on it. 
Another 
potential 
con- 
sideration is check if your 
employer will match dona- 
tions to the nonprofit you 
want to support. If so, your 
donation could go even 
further. 
If you feel burdened by all 
the urgent appeals every- 
where from the checkout 
line to the mail or online, 
one tactic is to make a 
budget and set aside time 
to give to organizations im- 
portant to you. Be realistic, 
make a plan and then, set 
aside the guilt.q 


A Utah Food Bank volunteer carries groceries for the needy at a 
mobile food pantry distribution site Wednesday, Dec. 21, 2022, 
in Salt Lake City. 
Associated Press 
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Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm beach 
1 br 1 1/2 bath room # 1105 
With 12 weeks remaining on the 
contract 
Price :$ 6000 
call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House for sale 
ruby wespunt 
5 min drive to the ocean 
3 br 3 bath with appartment 
Pool 
Price :$640 K 
call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House for sale 
Fixer upper 
saliña serka 
3 bedroom 2 bath 
With appartment 
Price :$325 K 
call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


_______________________________217289 


San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Paradera: Tel. 588 6638 
Seroe Preto: Tel. 584 4833 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


HEALTH 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm beach 
Penthouse 
2 br week 49 room # 770 
29 weeks remaining 
Price :$ 16 K 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm beach 
2 bedroom 2 bath 
Week 50 room # 630/631 
30 weeks remaining 
Price : $ 16 K 
call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm beach 
studio week 49/50 room # 304 
Ocean front villas 
26 weeks remaining on each 
Price : $7K each 
call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm beach 
0ne bedroom Week 52 room 
# 401 
24 weeks remaining 
Price :$10K 
call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm beach 
1 br week 52 room # 953 
1 br week 01 room # 654 
186,000 points 
Price :$ 60 K both weeks 
call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm beach 
Penthouse 
2 br week 1 room # 672 
23 weeks remaining 
Price:$35 K 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


La Cabana beach and casino 
eagle beach 
1 br WK # 51 room # 329 a 
Thursday check in 
Price :$ 9 K 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Ambassador suites 
eagle beach 
1 br Wk 52 room # 1235 
Price : $10 K 
2 br WK 51/52 room #1202 
Price : 75 K both weeks 
call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Village golf 
eagle beach 
1 br WK # 50 room #2258 
24 weeks remaining $ 10 K 
2 br WK 51 room #2205/2206 
23 weeks remaining $ 16 K 
call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Village Golf 
eagle beach 
1 br WK # 50 /51 room #2357 
32/23 weeks remaining 
$12 K each 
1 br WK # 52/01 room # 2357 
23/26 weeks remaining 
$12 K each 
call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House for sale 
Fixer upper bubali 
5 min from eagle beach 
2 bedroom 2 bath , 2 bedroom 
1 bath 3 bedroom 1 bath and a 
studio on a lease land 
1300 m2 price:$500K 
call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi village golf 
eagle beach 
1 br WK # 51 and 52 room # 
2257 
20 weeks remaining on each 
Price : $12 K each 
call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi village golf 
eagle beach 
1 br WK # 51 and 52 room # 
4116 
30/28 weeks remaining 
Price : $ 12 K each 
call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Village 
eagle beach 
studio WK # 01 room # 8201 
19 weeks remaining 
Price :$8 K 
call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance ocean suites 
Private islands 
1 br WK 51 room # 2136 $10 K 
1 br WK 51 room # 2530 $10 K 
1 br WK 51 and 52 
room # 2314 
Price : $ 20 K both units 
call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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With Trae Young, the numbers are rarely in question 


By TIM REYNOLDS 
AP Basketball Writer 
The numbers that Atlanta 
guard Trae Young are put- 
ting up are historic: 28.3 
points and 11.2 assists per 
game entering Tuesday. 
Keep that up for an entire 
season, and he’ll do some- 
thing that only Oscar Rob- 
ertson, Tiny Archibald and 
James Harden have ac- 
complished. 
Stats like those typically get 
a player at least mentioned 
in an MVP conversation. 
With Young, it might not 
even be a guarantee that 
he’ll be in the All-Star con- 
versation. 
The Hawks open their post- 
Christmas schedule at Chi- 
cago on Tuesday night, 
with Young trying to do 
something 
that 
nobody 
has ever pulled off in NBA 
history. He’s had at least 30 
points and 10 assists in each 
of his last seven games, ty- 
ing 
Robertson’s 
league- 
record 
stretch 
done 
in 
the 1964-65 season. Other 
than Robertson, until now, 
had ever managed that in 
more than five consecutive 
games. 
“Yeah, yeah, yeah, I’m go- 
ing to stop you right there,” 
Young said after he tied 
Robertson’s mark. “Let’s go 
to another question. I don’t 


want to talk about my stats. 
Let’s talk about something 
else. Thank you, though. 
Appreciate you.” 
Maybe that’s a sign of ma- 
turity from Young, who has 
a confident swagger that 
can be perceived as arro- 
gance. To his credit, he’s 
6-foot-1 and might be the 
lightest guy in the league; 
the Hawks list him at 180 
pounds, which seems gen- 
erous. He doesn’t often let 
being the smallest player 
on the floor impede him in 
any way when it comes to 
putting up numbers. 
But sometimes, his numbers 
get looked at as empty 
calories. Young’s stretch of 


30-point, 10-assist games 
seemed barely noticed, 
what with the league go- 
ing into its Christmas sched- 
ule and with Detroit on a 
26-game slide that tied the 
worst single-season run in 
NBA history going into its 
matchup Tuesday against 
Brooklyn. 
And it should be noted, the 
banged-up Hawks went 
3-4 in those seven games 
with Young on this 30-10 
tear. Great numbers, not 
great results. 
“You can’t evaluate a 
player’s performance nec- 
essarily based on their stat 
line,” Hawks coach Quin 
Snyder said. “That’s partic- 


ularly true when you have 
a playmaker or a leader on 
the court.” 
Young 
averaged 
26.7 
points and 10.3 assists be- 
fore 
the 
All-Star 
break 
last season — and didn’t 
make the All-Star Game. 
In the formula used to de- 
termine the starters, Young 
finished fifth among East- 
ern Conference guards in 
the fan voting, sixth in the 
media voting and, maybe 
most damning, 12th in vot- 
ing among fellow players. 
There were 375 players who 
returned 
All-Star 
ballots 
last season (player voting 
counts as 25% of the formu- 
la) and 13 (3.5%) of them 
listed Young as someone 
who should start. 
Those who got more votes 
among players in the East 
guard category last sea- 
son: Kyrie Irving, Donovan 
Mitchell, Jaylen Brown, De- 
Mar DeRozan, James Hard- 
en, Tyrese Haliburton, Dari- 
us Garland, Jalen Brunson, 
LaMelo Ball, Jrue Holiday 
and Zach LaVine. Coaches 
picked the reserves and he 
fell short there as well. 
“Let me say this: we have a 
tendency to put Trae under 
a microscope and that’s 
a credit to who he is as a 
player,” Snyder said. “And 
that’s a good challenge for 


him. ... Players want to im- 
prove and they want to be 
coached.” 
Snyder points out some 
of the things that he be- 
lieves Young doesn’t get 
enough credit for, like tak- 
ing charges — no small feat 
since basically everyone in 
the NBA is bigger than he 
is. Young has helped the 
Hawks make the playoffs in 
each of the last three years 
as well, though at 12-17 en- 
tering Tuesday, Atlanta has 
some work to do if it will ex- 
tend that streak next spring. 
In fairness, there are things 
that go unnoticed. There 
are also things that are no- 
ticed. 
People in Miami still haven’t 
forgotten how Young told 
the fans there that “it’s 
over” when the Hawks 
went up 117-111 with 59.9 
seconds left of a game in 
2019. It, indeed, was over: 
The Heat scored the next 
22 points and won by 14 
in overtime. Fans in New 
York 
won’t 
forget 
how 
Young took a theatrical 
bow there when the Hawks 
were beating the Knicks in 
the 2021 playoffs, either. 
He played up to his new- 
found supervillain status by 
appearing in a WWE event 
at Madison Square Garden 
later that summer.q 


Atlanta Hawks guard Trae Young gestures in reaction to his 
3-point shot against the Houston Rockets during the second 
half of an NBA basketball game Wednesday, Dec. 20, 2023, in 
Houston. 
Associated Press 
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Christmas was rough on Super Bowl contenders except for the Ravens 


By ROB MAADDI 
AP Pro Football Writer 
The Chiefs lost again. The 
Eagles struggled against 
the lowly Giants. The 49ers 
were 
embarrassed 
at 
home. 
Christmas Day was rough 
on Super Bowl contenders 
except for the Ravens. 
Lamar Jackson boosted 
his 
MVP 
chances 
and 
Baltimore made a major 
statement with a convinc- 
ing 33-19 victory over San 
Francisco in a prime-time 
matchup Monday night 
that featured the NFL's two 
No. 1 seeds. 
The Ravens (12-3) would 
earn a first-round bye and 
home-field 
advantage 
throughout the AFC play- 
offs with a win at home 
against Miami (11-4) on 
Sunday. 
"I'm honored to be in the 
conversation," 
Jackson 
said about improving his 
bid for his second NFL MVP 
award. "We just have to 
keep winning to get to 
February. That's all." 
The goal for Jackson isn't 
an individual award. He 
wants a Super Bowl ring. 
The Ravens have won five 
in a row and can't let up 
with the Dolphins coming 
up next. 
The 49ers (11-4) were the 
NFL's hottest team until 
they ran into Roquan Smith 
and Baltimore's tenacious 
defense. Brock Purdy, who 
became an MVP favorite 
with a sensational stretch 
during a six-game winning 
streak, threw four intercep- 
tions and finished the night 
watching from the sideline 
after getting banged up. 
Despite the loss, San Fran- 
cisco is still in control of the 
NFC's No. 1 seed. The 49ers 
would clinch the top spot 
with wins over the Com- 
manders and Rams to 
close out the regular sea- 
son. 
But the rest of the NFC 
should have hope after 
watching the Ravens take 
down San Francisco. The 
49ers, 
who 
dominated 
Philadelphia and Dallas in 
head-to-head matchups, 
looked vulnerable against 
Baltimore. 
"I don't think they're de- 
moralized," 49ers coach 
Kyle Shanahan said about 
his team. "We weren't bal- 


anced, 
had 
too 
many 
turnovers." The holiday tri- 
pleheader began with a 
stunner when the defend- 
ing Super Bowl champion 
Chiefs gave one away, 
losing 20-14 to Las Vegas. 
The Raiders scored a pair 
of touchdowns on con- 
secutive turnovers by Pat- 
rick Mahomes and won a 
game without completing 
a pass after the first quarter. 
The Chiefs (9-6) have now 
lost five of eight and likely 
will have to play their first 
road playoff game with 
Mahomes if they even sur- 
vive the wild-card round. 
An offense that has sput- 
tered throughout the sea- 
son 
couldn't 
do 
much 
against the Raiders and 
was unable to overcome 
the costly mistakes. 
"I thought defense played 
a good game, just two mis- 


takes that gave them two 
touchdowns there when 
you're backed up in their 
red zone, so you just can't 
do that," Mahomes said. 
"Especially when defense 
is playing like they're play- 
ing, but I just have to be 
better in that sense and not 
make those mistakes and 
try to find a way to play the 
game and the best way to 
win it." 
Kansas City still has a two- 
game lead over the Raid- 
ers and Broncos in the AFC 
West but hasn't clinched 
the division title yet. The 
Chiefs need one win over 
the Bengals or Chargers to 
wrap it up. But their road 
back to the Super Bowl will 
look different. Mahomes 
likely is going to have to 
play the first road playoff 
game of his career if the 
Chiefs advance beyond 


the wild-card round. 
After the Chiefs were upset, 
it appeared there would 
be a rout in Philadelphia. 
The Eagles jumped to a 
20-3 halftime lead over the 
Giants that sent Tommy De- 
Vito to the bench. 


But a pair of turnovers, in- 
cluding a pick-6 by Adoree 
Jackson off Jalen Hurts, got 
New York closer and Tyrod 
Taylor threw a 69-yard TD 
pass to Darius Slayton that 
cut it to 30-25 with 5:22 
left.q 


Baltimore Ravens quarterback Lamar Jackson (8) runs against 
the San Francisco 49ers during the first half of an NFL football 
game in Santa Clara, Calif., Monday, Dec. 25, 2023. 
Associated Press 
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Eagle Beach – When you think 
of a restaurant that pleases the 
needs of a whole family or a 
large group of people with all 
different tastes? Think Water’s 
Edge Restaurant. Located at 
the shore of Aruba’s most won- 
derful beach, The Eagle Beach 
Aruba. Water’s Edge Restau- 
rant is guaranteed to serve you 
a fantastic magical night to re- 
member. Whether you prefer to 
enjoy the view from indoors air 
conditioned comfort, outdoors in 
the soft tropical breeze or under 
a palapa with your toes in the 
sand. This spectacular restaurant 
offers the best ocean view sun- 
set or sky full of stars dinner while 
the crispy Caribbean night wind 
caresses your face and plays 
with your hair. 


From the minute you arrive there 
will be a great staff welcoming 
you with the most contagious 
smiles and warmth. The intense 
menu with a great variety of ap- 
petizers, main courses and deli- 
cious desserts will not disappoint. 
Seafood, Steaks and interna- 
tional favorites. All on one menu 
specially made just for you. 


Culinary Voyage 
Start your gastronomic jour- 
ney with a scrumptious ap- 
petizer such as the Maryland 
Crab Cakes, maybe the Crispy 


Calamari or the mouthwatering 
creamy Garlic Tarragon Shrimp. 
You can also opt for a classic 
French Onion Soup, a Lobster 
Bisque or the famously Water’s 
Edge House Wedge, a crisp 
wedge of fresh romaine lettuce 
topped with homemade blue 
cheese dressing, diced toma- 
toes, chopped bacon, caramel- 
ized pecans and blue cheese 
crumbles, drizzled with balsamic 
reduction. This followed by the 
Chef’s special of seafood such 
as Fresh salmon filet seasoned 
and grilled, topped with lemon 
cilantro butter and served with 
homemade mashed potatoes 
and fresh asparagus, a nice 
plate of Ahi Tuna or a succulent 
pasta dish like the Florentina Fet- 
tuccine Alfredo. Meat Lovers will 
have their fix with choices of a 
devourable 22oz. Bone-In “Tom- 
ahawk” Rib-Eye, pan seared in 
garlic infused oil and finished in 
the oven or our juicy N.Y Strip 
Loin, seasoned & grilled. All our 
steaks options are seasoned with 
a blend of kosher salt and freshly 
cracked black pepper. Served 
with homemade mashed pota- 
toes, seasoned vegetables and 
a choice of red wine reduction, 
green peppercorn demi glace, 
mushroom sauce, or bacon blue 
cheese butter. For extra sides the 
options are delectable. Fresh as- 
paragus, seasonal vegetables, 
mashed or baked potatoes, fries 
or rice and beans. Combine 
your personal choice with one of 
the most exclusive wine from the 
great selection of international 
wines to compliment your dish. 
Kids will enjoy every item of the 
specially compiled kids menu 
and there are also optional dish- 
es for all vegans, vegetarians 
and gluten-free guests. To end 
the culinary voyage with some 
luscious sweetness, the desserts 
are wild. From a piece of coco- 
nut flan, NY cheese cake, carrot 
cake, chocolate brownie or our 
classic Tiramisu with kahlua and 
amaretto served with choco- 


late sauce and coffee jelly. Not 
to mention the fresh and light 
piece of key lime pie. 


Creating memories 
If you are planning a birthday 
dinner, here you will receive a 
nice bottle of champagne to 
take home with you to extend 
your experience even further 
whether on the beach or your 
own private balcony. 


Live entertainment 
Just about every day of the 
week, there is a different live 
entertainment by the best local 
artists for you to enjoy. Whether 
you’re in a romantic mood, or 
more in a swinging mood, there 
is absolutely a night especially 
for you where you can combine 
great music with delicious cock- 
tails mixed with concoctions. In 
addition, Water’s Edge offers 
three daily Happy Hours from 
12pm-1pm, 4pm-6pm and again 
from 9pm-10pm with all premium 
brands specially priced. 


Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
Whether you join us for breakfast, 
lunch or dinner, Water’s Edge 
Restaurant & Bar offers a relaxed 
and inspirational dining experi- 
ence overlooking the beautiful 
Eagle Beach with spectacular 
ocean views. Gather with friends 
and family for drinks and appe- 
tizers or a night of pampering 
and relaxation. 


Start this year’s vacation with this amazing experience in the heart 
of Costa Linda Beach Resort 
Water’s Edge Restaurant is a jewel many had the pleasure to find! 


Water’s Edge is open daily from 
8am – 11pm 


To reserve your table please 
call +297 583-8000 / ext 8106 or 
direct line +297 586-9494 


For more information about 
the menus, entertainment and 
hours, please visit the website 
watersedge-aruba.com 


“Water’s Edge Restaurant is 
where magnificent beach views, 
amazing food and excellent 
service come together.” 


Thank you to all our guests 
From the bottom of our hearts, 
we would like to Thank all of 
our guests who showed us 
so much love and support 
all throughout the year, and 
hopefully will continue to do so 
in the years to come. What we 
are most grateful for is that we 
could get back to doing what 
we love, which is looking after 
our guests. So, thank you for 
every dinner, lunch, breakfast, 
every to-go order, every glass 
of wine, every birthday, an- 
niversary and date-night that 
you spent with us this last year. 
To our new guests, Welcome! 
We hope you to see you back 
soon!q 


